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same objections. The first is the extreme difficulty of integrating
Eastern cultures with our own. Sir John made at least a cou-
rageous attempt. He included Confucius, a French book about
Buddha, the Koran, the Mahabh&rata and the Ramayanay
Firdusi, and a book of Chinese odes. This is either too little or
too much. If we want to get a true picture of man's cultural
history, the East is woefully under-represented. If, on the
contrary, the list is limited to those works which have directly
contributed to the growth of our Western mind 5 or, more nar-
rowly still, to those which are alive to us at this hour, then not
one of the half-dozen books mentioned by Sir John is really in-
dispensable. They belong to a Library of Useful Knowledge;
they have no part in our literary experience.

In other words, the term World Literature is an obvious
exaggeration. It simply betrays the arrogance of the West: our
world is the world. There is no writing today that is genuinely
world-wide, not even the Bible, although we strive to translate
it into every tongue spoken by man. Only the merest fringe of
the nearer East has genuinely influenced our art; those parts of
the Bible which may be called Oriental in style and spirit, the
Arabian Nights, and, almost by accident, Omar Khayyam,

Still, the term World Literature may be retained as the
voicing of a distant hope. The universal appeal of certain silent
films like Charlie Chaplin's confirms the impression which we
get from the study of folklore: there are elements common to
all mankind, which may form the basis of a genuinely world-
wide literature. For lack of a common medium of expression^
these universal elements are rudimentary; but they may be
brought to fuller consciousness, through the World Literature
that is in the making. In the meantime, it would be more accu-
rate to call our field Western World Literature: a literature
for Westerners, wherever they may be, and for Westernized
Orientals.

A second, and perhaps more grievous, manifestation of the
same egotism is the over-emphasis almost invariably given to
our own literature. Lisjs which are supposed to represent the